History and Development of the Citrus Industry      7
ing year Ivoebele succeeded in introducing the Novius
cardinalis, a small predaceous ladybird beetle, which at
once attacked the scale and preyed upon it to such an
extent that it was checked in its spread, and in many
localities it was almost exterminated. As a consequence,
in 1891, the shipments from Los Angeles County suddenly
increased from 781 to 2212 cars, a net gain of 1431 cars,
due, at least in large part, to the good work of the
ladybird. Since the introduction of this predaceous
beetle the white scale has been held in check and is not
now feared by citrus growers.
The fight with the cottony cushion scale had hardly
been won, however, when other difficulties appeared. Al-
though the orchards produced large crops it became more
and more difficult to successfully market the fruit. The
season of 1892-93 was particularly disastrous as far as
net returns were concerned. The growers were not
organized, and as long as each grower attempted to market
his own fruit he became an easy prey to the miscellaneous
assortment of commission men, agents, and speculators
who at that time infested the markets and who in many
cases, it is said, secured secret rebates from the railroads.
In Riverside and in all the older sections, where there was
any quantity of fruit to ship, account sales in "red ink"
were received without number, and it frequently happened
that the larger crop a grower had, the more he was in-
debted to his packer at the end of the season. As a result
of these failures to successfully market large crops, a few
of the growers began to associate themselves together for
mutual protection and to provide better packing facilities.
Stimulated by the success of some of these associations in